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s the c urtain went d own on the 1995 academi c year, UB
Law Sc hool alumni/ae played maj or roles in the minidrama that was the c ulmin ation of the school's new
Research and Writing Program .
First-yea r law stude nts who were comple ting the
ina ug ural year of the program - designed to d evelop soph isticated analy ti cal, writing a nd prese ntat ion ski lls - de monstrated what they lea rned in a moot-court-sty le se ries of a rg ume nts. A bout 50 UB Law alumni/ae and fac ult y acted as
judges and provided feedback .
The alumni/ae pa rticipation re fl ected inte nse inte rest in
the Researc h and W riti ng Program , a key e le me nt of the Law
School's New C urric ulum .
"So muc h o f w hat we do as lawyers in vo lves research
a nd communicati o n," says Da n D. Kahane ' 79. a mem be r of
the W estern New York law firm of Hurw it z & Fine who
se rved as a judge fo r the a rg ume nts. " You really need the
ability to find a n a nswer to a pro ble m and effecti ve ly communicate it, whethe r in writing o r o ra lly. Those sk ill s a re o f c rit ical impo rta nce to a new lawye r as we ll as to a more seni or
lawyer. ... I think this prog ram is a te rri fic addi tion to the c urric u Ium ."
Professor Luc inda M. Finle y. direc to r of the prog ram .
noted th a t altho ug h on ly a sma ll proporti o n o f attorneys w ill
e ve r have to stand up in a cou rtroom and delive r an a rg ume nt.
it 's importan t for a ll lawye rs to ha ve th a t ab il it y .
·' Even if someone never w ind s up being in co urt," she
says. " they may have to prese nt research ve rbally to a clie nt
or to anothe r lawyer. We are teac h ing stude nt s legal reaso n ing
and a nalyt ic ski lls an d the ab ilit y to thi nk on the ir feet - to
co mm uni cate o rall y in add itio n to in writi ng, and to respond
on the spot to a probing questio n."
The cases a rg ued in the e nd-of-the-year event, Finley
sa ys. were .. all d rawn from and we re very closely based on
real cases" before the New York Sta te a nd fede ral a ppe llate
courts. They were:
• A religious freedom/Fi rst Amend ment case ste mm ing
from a U .S. Supre me Cou rt d ec is ion that sa id sc hool districts
may not s ponsor praye r. bu t le ft open the quest ion of what
ha ppe ns w he n students dema nd a prayer. fo r exam p le a t a
g rad uation ceremony .
• An arg ume nt ove r whet he r a n injunction tha t keeps protes ters a ce rt ain distance awa y from abo rtion c linics violares
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their First Amendment ri ght to free speech.
• A criminal case in volv ing a Fourth Amendment
search-and-seizure issue.
• A copy rig ht case in
which an artist c la imed th at a
conservati ve political g roup
had misappropriated o ne of his
paintings to muster opposition
to government arts funding.
Professo r Lee A. Albert
The students worked in
Holly Baum '88
teams o f two o r three, and
Madonna J. Beale '94
argued the ir sides as appe llant
or respondent be fore pane ls o f
Professor Robert S. Berger
three judges. Each s ide was
Carolyn L. Boone '93
given 20 minutes to make its
Dean Barry B. Boyer
presentati on; the judges asked
questions, and foll owing the
Susan C. Branagan '95
arguments there was a period
Lauren E. Breen '89
of informal evaluation from the
Bonnie Butler '94
"bench. "
"!tho ug ht the o ral arguJed L. Carrol '89
ments and presentations were
Carol A. Condon '82
outstandi ng," says G inger D.
Christine A. Constantine '90
Schroder-Amico ' 90, an assoc i-

our thanks 10 the ronowing Judges:

ate at Jaec kle, Fle ischmann &
Mugel w ho served as one o f
the vo lunteer judges. ·'Either
the qua lity of the students has
changed signi ficantly since I
was in school, or the program
has reall y done a lot to d evelop
the students· skill s." She
believes so me presentations
came c lose to the level o f the
Desmo nd and M ugel moot
court co mpetitions. which are
argued by second- and thirdyear studen ts.
"These youn g men and
women were terri ricall y prepared," Kahane says. " I only
w ish th at when I was in my
fi rst year o f law school, l could
have had the oppo rtunities they
have to research, w rite. and
present."'

Laraine M. Kelley '79
Dan D. Kahane '79
Diane M. LaVallee '83
Marianne Mariano '94
Jerry McGrier, Sr. '80
Kathleen M. Mehltretter '78
Professor Michael J. Meurer
Jeff Meyers
Honorable Joseph D. Mintz '56
Honorable Margaret Murphy
Glenn Murray
Professor Wade J. Newhouse

Honorable M. Dolores Denman '65

Judith G. Olin '85

Honorable Vincent E. Doyle, Jr. '56

Professor R. Nils Olsen Jr.

Professor Marcus Dubber

Honorable William J. Ostrowski

Ann E. Evanko '79

Frank S. Ravitch
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Kristin J. Graham '94

Gerald Seipp

Honorable Sam uel L. Green '67

Linda G. Sennholtz '93

Nan Lipsitz Haynes '92

Professor Nancy Staudt

Mark G. Hirschorn '71

Keelan J. Stern '94

Sarah E. Herbert

Paul J. Suozzi '79

Honorable Barbara Howe '80

Professor Anthony H. Szczygiel

Jonathan G. Johnsen '91

Janice

Nicole Johnson

Suzanne E. Tomkins '92
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Thompson

William Trezevant '93

Acco rdi ng to Pro fessor Finl ey. such an ambitious
e ffort wo uld have been impossible w itho ut su bstantia l
vo lunteer he lp ... 1 wa very gratified by
the enthusiastic response I received fro m
the members of the legal and judicial
community who m I asked to part ic ipate.'· she said. "The judges were very
well prepared. They had read the materials we had prepa red for them. an d they
asked probi ng questi ons and gave
insigh tful feedback to the students .
.. The oral arguments would n "t have
been a success without them.·· e

Oren L. Zeve '92
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